
John Jay College of Criminal Justice 

ECO 327 – Political Economy of Gender 

Fall 2021 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 12:05-1:30pm 

 

Professor Sasha High  

Email: ahigholmsted@jjay.cuny.edu 

Office Hours: Office hours are on Mondays and Wednesdays from 12-1:30pm. Please don’t hesitate 
to email me if you have a question or need to set up an alternative appointment time. I will respond 
within 24 hours on weekdays.  
 

Course Description  

This course is an exploration of the historical, political, and cultural role gender plays in shaping 
modern society and economic policy. In addition to understanding how economic policies 
discriminate based on race and gender, we will also explore the role capitalism has played at creating 
certain discriminatory binaries. After questioning the basis of traditional gender roles and placing 
them historically and locationally in time, we will examine their ramifications: the feminization of 
poverty, wage inequality, the sexual division of labor in the United States and throughout global 
commodity chains, sexual harassment, and sex trafficking. The aim is not only to understand the 
importance of studying gender and race in economics, but also to explore the role capitalism plays in 
creating dichotomies that facilitate discrimination and abuse.  
 
Learning Outcomes 

• Learn how to question, research, and argue about gender disparities with consideration to their 

economic, historical and cultural roots.  

• Engage critically with a variety of texts, placing them in relationship to each other and learning 

how to connect their key arguments and ideas into your own life and the world around you. 

 

Required Texts & Other Media 

We will draw heavily upon two books throughout the semester: Caliban and the Witch by Silvia Federici, 

and Women, Race and Class by Angela Davis. Other readings/media will be listed in the course syllabus 

and available in Blackboard in PDF format at least two weeks in advance. 

 

Grading Grades will be assigned as follows: 

 

Response Journals: 25% 

Group Presentations: 15% 

Mid-Term Personal Essay 20% 

Final Research Project: 30%  

Class Participation: 10% 

This class will be predominantly student-centered, and the class structure will be almost entirely 
discussion based. Our meetings every Tuesday and Thursday will be a safe zone, a place that 
encourages you to find your voice and express your thoughts and experiences with the subjects we 
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learn about. It is therefore imperative that you come to class prepared to share your thoughts on the 
readings and contribute to robust discussions. To receive participation for the class, I need to see you 
actively engaging with your classmates during class, and in the group projects.  
 

Response Journals 
Each student will be required to write and submit weekly reading response journals in the course of 
the semester. While the guidelines for the journal entries will vary from week to week—some weeks 
you will be asked multiple, specific questions in reference to the readings, other weeks you will more 
loosely need to journal about your thoughts on some of the guiding ideas—it is important that each 
week you come prepared to discuss the main ideas and arguments from the readings. Your papers 
should generally be 300-500 words. Do not worry about including an intro, conclusion, or 
bibliography. This is not an essay. Rather, it is an opportunity to engage critically with the assigned 
readings, ensure that you are ready for class discussions, and practice writing sharp and concise 
arguments. These journal entries can be given to me in physical form, or emailed to 
ahigholmsted@jjay.cuny.edu with the subject line “Week x Journal Entry Student Name”.  

 

Group Presentations 
In addition to class discussions and response journals, all students will be required to give group 
presentations on the readings three times during the semester. All students will be broken into a group 
of 2 or 3. On your assigned week, you must come prepared to class on Thursday with a 15-minute 
presentation on the key ideas, arguments, take aways, and perhaps confusions that you worked 
through together from the readings.  
 
You must also include a supplemental reading/podcast/film that compliments what we have learned 
from the required readings. How do these readings compliment or juxtapose one another? What does 
this additional reading/resource provide for the analysis of the topic? After this presentation, you 
must also lead a guided class discussion on the subject for an additional 15-20 minutes.  
 
You are not required to use PowerPoint, during the presentation, but you must have a written outline 
of your presentation on hand during class to show the work you collectively did in advance. This 
outline must be given to me at the end of class in order to receive credit. Make sure the file title 
includes your group number and the week you are presenting (Ex. “Group C Week 4”) More details 
on what the presentation must include will be given during class Week 1.  
 
The aim of this assignment is to ensure you are working through challenging concepts together with 

your classmates. I encourage you to meet at least once before your presentation. During this initial 

meeting, you can get to know one other and set up a separate form of communication. Each student 

must take on one of the following roles: Submitter, Facilitator, and Scheduler/Tech Support, which 

must be written at the top of the presentation outline that you submit. 

 

Midterm Personal Essay 
Besides your weekly response journals and group presentations, 7-8 weeks into the semester you will 
be expected to write a personal essay. This personal essay will draw upon your response journals, class 
discussions, and your experiences with the content. The purpose of this assignment will be to place 
yourself in the subject matter: how is your body impacted (or not) by a particular gendered economic 
policy? Have you ever experienced any of the subjects firsthand, and if so, how does the course content 

mailto:ahigholmsted@jjay.cuny.edu


expand your thoughts on that experience? While this is a personal essay, you must include research 
and reflection that compliments your own experiences and thoughts.  
 
More information on this assignment will be given a few weeks into the semester.  
 
Final Research Project 
Throughout the semester, we will constantly apply the weekly subject matter to our own lives, events 
and issues we have observed around the world, or stories we have heard. There is no end to the ways 
in which gender impacts our economic lives. This is an opportunity for you to research a particular 
element of the class subjects that particularly interests you. This research will guide your work and the 
lens in which you consider the weekly readings throughout the semester. Around half-way through 
the semester, you will be expected to write a short proposal with a motivating question, after which 
you will be given time during class to workshop your idea and essay. Your research paper can also be 
a continuation of the personal essay you complete for your mid-term assignment. More information 
on this project will be given soon.  
 

 

Policies 

Plagiarism Policy 
No form of plagiarism will be tolerated in this class. While pasting direct passages from other pieces 
of work into your papers is obviously prohibited, lack of clear citations can lead even the best student 
to accidentally plagiarize. Please avoid this by clearly marking all quotes. If you are paraphrasing an 
argument found in a reading, be sure to finish your sentence with your citation in parenthesis, as even 
summarizing someone else’s work can be considered plagiarism. Any form of plagiarism will result in 
a zero for the assignment. 
 

Students should be aware of John Jay’s policy on academic honesty. It is available online at 
http://www.jjay.cuny.edu/web_images/Policyand_Procedures.pdf. 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) (copied from the 2020-2021 Undergraduate Bulletin) 
A student should make an initial request for accommodation to the Office of Services for Students 
with Disabilities, and provide appropriate supporting documentation. The Student Disabilities 
Services Coordinator may consult with appropriate college officials such as the instructor or Provost 
to determine the appropriateness of the requested accommodation consistent with the program 
requirements. Such consultation shall be confidential, and limited to those officials whose input is 
necessary to the decision. 
 
Students may consult with the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities or the 504/ADA 
Compliance Coordinator at any time to discuss and understand their rights under the Rehabilitation 
Act, the ADA, and state and local legislation, and they are encouraged to do so. 
Carrie Dehls is the Human Resources Benefits Coordinator. Employees may reach her at 
cdehls@jjay.cuny.edu or at 212.237.8504. 
Malaine Clarke is the Director of Accessibility Services. Students may reach her at 
maclarke@jjay.cuny.edu or at 212.237.8185. 
Silvia Montalban is the College’s 504/ADA Compliance Coordinator, She can be reached at 
smontalban@jjay.cuny.edu or at 646.557.4409. 
Additional information about this CUNY policy can be accessed at: 
http://www.jjay.cuny.edu/accessibility-services-appeal-process 
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Citation Style 
One way to avoid plagiarizing is to cite your work properly, but often time in-text citations and 
reference lists can be a confusing task to navigate and quite time consuming. Once you get used to it, 
however, it becomes reflexive. It is important, therefore, to practice making your citation style 
consistent. As Economics is a social science, I encourage you to use APA. For information on how 
to cite in APA, please check out Owl Purdue. It is an excellent resource which will make citations and 
referencing much easier: 
 
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/ge
neral_format.html 
 
Attendance 
All class meetings will be in person for Fall 2021. Students are expected to attend all class meetings as 
scheduled. CUNY is currently enforcing a mask mandate for all students on campus, so make sure 
you are wearing one in class unless direction changes. As a large percentage of your grade is based on 
in-class and group work, excessive absence may result in a failing grade for the course. If you cannot 
attend class, please email me beforehand.  
 

Office Hours 

Due to the nature of this course being very discussion and participation-heavy, I encourage you to 

reach out to me any time you want to talk—whether it’s regarding a confusion, a question, or just to 

bounce ideas off. My office hours are Mondays and Wednesdays from 12-1:30pm. Please email me if 

this time does not work, and I will reply within 24 hours to set up a time that works for both of us.  

 

Blackboard 

Any changes to readings, course meeting times, and any other important course information will be 

relayed via Blackboard. Please make sure you are constantly checking the course page in order to avoid 

missing vital information. 

 

Course Schedule 
All students are expected to complete all required readings before each class on Tuesdays. As such, 

all readings listed in the weekly course schedule must be completed prior to the class it is assigned 

for. Readings will average 20-50 pages a week. The readings will be mostly drawn from articles, book 

excerpts, and videos/podcasts that you will need to do depending on the week. All readings will be 

posted as a PDF or link in Blackboard under Course Materials.  

 

Readings are subject to change. Any changes or additions to readings will be announced via 

Blackboard and email at least one week in advanced.  

 
Week Topic Readings & Media Assignments 

Week 1 
8/26 

Introductions No readings due before our first 
meet on 8/26 

No assignments! 
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Week 2 
8/31-9/2 
 
 
 

What is Gender? 
 
Debunking 
Gender Norms 
embedded in our 
Language 

• Gleeson-White, J (2021) “What 
really counts? How the 
patriarchy of capitalism finally 
tore me apart” The Guardian 

• Audre Lorde “The Master’s 
Tools Will Never Dismantle the 
Master’s House” 

 
 

Complete readings & 
Response Journal by 8/31 
 
 

Week 3 
9/7-9/9 
 
No class 9/7 
due to Labor 
Day  
 
 
 

What is the 
Political 
Economy? 

•  Federici, S. Caliban and the 
Witch: Preface & Introduction 

Complete readings & 
Response Journal by 9/9 
 
 

Week 4 
9/14- 9/16 
 
No class 
9/16 due to 
Yom Kippur 
 
 

The Marriage of 
Patriarch, 
Racism and 
Capitalism: the 
Birth of Western 
Capitalism 
 

• Federici, S. Caliban and the Witch: 
Chapter 2 “The accumulation of 
labor and the degradation of 
women” 

• Eagle Russet, C. Sexual Science, 
Introduction 

 

Complete readings & 
Response Journal by 9/14  
 
 

Week 5 
9/21-9/23 
 
 
 
 

Gender and 
Biology 
 
 

• Chapter 1 of Myths of Gender by 
Anne Fausto-Sterling 

• Chapter 5: Laqueur, T. Making 
Sex: Body and Gender from the 
Greeks to Freud 

 

Complete readings & 
Response Journal by 9/21  
 

Week 6 
9/28-9/30 
 
 
 
 

The Marriage of 
Patriarch, 
Racism, and 
Capitalism: 
Colonialism 
 

• Greg Thomas The Sexual Demon 
of Colonial Power: Pan-African 
Embodiment and Erotic Schemes of 
Empire Chapter 1 

• Oyeronke Oyewumi  The 
Invention of Women: Making an 
African Sense of Western Gender 
Discourse excerpt 

 

Complete readings & 
Response Journal by 9/28 
 
 

Week 7 
10/5-10/7 
 
 
 

Economics of 
Care and Social 
Reproduction 
Theory 

• Bhattacharya, T. “Mapping 
Social Reproduction Theory” 
https://www.versobooks.com/
blogs/3555-mapping-social-
reproduction-theory 

Complete readings & 
Response Journal by 10/5 
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•  

Week 8 
10/12-10/14 
 
 
 

The American 
Dream and the 
Nuclear Family 

• Erinreigh, B, Nickel and Dimed 
excerpt 

Complete readings & 
Response Journal by 10/12 
 
 
 
Personal Essay Due by 
midnight on 10/15  

Week 9 
10/19-10/21 
 
 
 

Gender, Wages 
and GDP 
 

• Reading TBD Complete readings & 
Response Journal by 10/19 
 

Week 10 
10/26-10/28 
 
 
 

The Formal vs 
Informal 
Economy and its 
Impact on 
Gender 

• Mezzadri “Reflections on 
Globalization and Labor 
Standards in the Indian 
Garment Industry: Codes of 
Conduct Versus ‘Codes of 
Practice’ Imposed by the Firm” 

• More readings TBD 
 

Complete readings & 
Response Journal by 10/26 
 
Research Proposal due 

Week 11 
11/2-11/4 
 
 
 

Global 
Commodity 
Chains and Sex 
Trafficking  

• Reading TBD Complete readings & 
Response Journal by 11/2 
 

Week 12 
11/9-11/11 
 
 
 

Gender and Race 
in America Part 1 

• Davis, A. Women, Race and Class 
Chapter 1, 2, 3 

• More readings TBD 

Complete readings & 
Response Journal by 11/9 
 

Week 13 
11/16-11/18 
 
 
 

Gender and Race 
in America Part 
2: White 
Feminism  

• Angela Davis Women, Race and 
Class Chapter 4 

• More readings TBD 

Complete readings & 
Response Journal by 11/16 
 
 

Week 14 
11/23-11/25 
 
No class 
11/25 due to 
Thanksgivin
g holiday 
 
 
 

The Role of the 
State: Laws and 
Policies Policing 
Women 

• Angela Davis Women, Race and 
Class Chapter 12 

• More readings TBD 

Complete readings & 
Response Journal by 11/23 
 
 



Week 15 
11/30-12/2 
 
 

Gender and 
Crime 

• Readings TBD Complete readings by 11/30 
 

Week 16 
12/7-12/9 
 
 

Moving Forward: 
Redefining 
Gender 
 

Readings TBD Complete readings & 
Response Journal by 12/7 
 

Final 
Assignment 
 

 Research Project Due Date TBD 

 

 

 

 

 

 


