
Gender is one of the most fundamental organizing principles of individual 
lives and social, political and religious structures, yet is often the least 
examined. Gender Studies looks at ideas about masculinity, femininity, 
and sexuality in order to understand how gender influences life and 
opportunities at the biological, cultural, and political level.  

Gender Studies majors explore the different ways gender and sexuality 
have been understood historically and globally as they gain cutting-edge 
scientific knowledge about gender, gender expressions and sexualities and 
identify inequities related to these categories of identities. Students will 
pay particularly close attention to how ideas and practices of justice evolve 
based on particular notions of gender and sexuality. Our majors learn to 
look at problems from multiple angles using different methods of discovery 
while developing strong skills in critical problem solving, research, data 
collection, and writing.

What Will you learn 
about in this major?

Gender Studies

major

educating for justice

in this major you Will

Examine gender as a complex and changing social 
construction that intersects with class, race, age, ethnicity, 
and other categories of identity, nationality, sexual 
orientation.

Engage in lively discussions with your professors and 
peers about groups, experiences, and ideas that have been 
underrepresented in traditional academic work. 

Write analyses and research papers using a variety of 
methods. Through papers, projects and discussions, 
students will have the opportunities to integrate theory, 
self-reflection and action.

First Courses in the major

GEN 101 Introduction to Gender Studies

GEN 205 Gender and Justice

GEN 255 The Biology of Gender and Sexuality

See further major requirements at: 

http://www.jjay.cuny.edu/academics/3299.php

 baChelor oF arts in 
Gender studies

department oF CounselinG, room l68.15 neW buildinG, 524 West 59th street, neW york City
major advisor:  proFessor katie Gentile, kGentile@jjay.Cuny.edu, 212. 237.8110

http://WWW.jjay.Cuny.edu/aCademiCs/3351.php

“Because gender is such a fundamental part of the human experience, the courses that I have taken cover a 
broad spectrum of disciplines which include sociology, psychology, philosophy, biology, history, literature, and 
criminal justice. Looking at gender from all of these different perspectives has helped me realize just how much 
gender informs every aspect of our lives and how important it is to address the inequalities that stem from 
gender stereotypes.” 

— Sharlene Johson, Junior 



What CritiCal thinkinG skills Will you 
develop in this major?

�� Summarize, analyze, compare, evaluate, interpret and 
synthesize ideas.

�� Present ideas verbally and in writing: interpret data, 
shape information into specific points and arguments.

�� Design projects, develop hypotheses, perform 
research, organize information, and solve problems.

dependinG on your interests, What minor 
miGht be a Good Complement to this major?

�� Psychology

�� Political Science 

�� Economics 

�� English

�� Criminology

For more information about minors, go to:
http://www.jjay.cuny.edu/academics/662.php 

What opportunities Will this major oFFer 
you?

�� Internships 

�� Ongoing research opportunities with faculty

�� Solid foundation in the liberal arts to be attractive 
applicants for graduate and law schools as well as 
employers    

this major Can be a Great Foundation 
For a Wide ranGe oF jobs, but some 
possibilities to Consider are: 

Human Rights/Social Justice: potential 

employers include Amnesty International, Children’s 

Defense Fund, National Organization for Women, 

National Gay and Lesbian Task Force, Human Rights 

Campaign, Safe Horizon, Anti-Violence Project, 

MADRE, Center for Immigrant Families, National 

Latina Institute for Reproductive Health, Planned 

Parenthood

Law/Government/Public Sector: potential 

employers include any law firm, but also National 

Women’s Law Center, Center for Reproductive Law 

and Policy, Empire State Pride Agenda, Human 

Rights Watch, Lambda Legal Defense Fund, New 

York Civil Rights Coalition, Legal Aid, American 

Civil Liberties Union

Business and Marketing: potential employers 

include Womenkind LLC, Scenario DNA, Fortune 

500 Companies – Human Resources, Nielson, Addis 

Creeson

Mental Health & Human Services: potential 

employers include Partnership with Children of 

NYC, Brooklyn Bureau of Community Service, Public 

Health Solutions, MIC – Women’s Health Services

GMHC-Gay Men’s Health Clinic

For more detailed information on these career 
ideas and for additional ones, contact:

Center for Career & Professional 
Development (L.72.00 New Building)
Phone:  212.237.8754
Email: careers@jjay.cuny.edu
http://www.jjay.cuny.edu/1614.php

“Through Gender Studies my understanding of myself and the world around me has changed so dramatically; 
the classes have invigorated in me a passion that I believe will follow me for as long as I live. I have realized the 
power of education, and for that I am truly grateful.” 

— Selma Djokovic, Senior


